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by genetic damage, and their first two children had not survived infancy. Aging prematurely from side effects, they had known they would never see Chiron when they
brought him aboard the Mayflower II as a boy of eight and sacrificed the few more years that they might have spent on Earth in order' to give him a new start somewhere
else. Paradoxically, their health had qualified them favorably in their application to join the Mission since the planning had called for the inclusion of older people and
higher-risk actuarial categories among the population to make room for the births that would be occurring later. A dynamic population had been deemed desirable, and the
measures taken to achieve it had seemed callous to some, but had been necessary..with nothing but dreary need.."Guard detail, file left and right by sections," Sirocco said
at the front. "Section leaders forward." 'He moved out into the aisle, where the floor had folded itself into a steep staircase to facilitate fore-and-aft movement, and climbed
through into the side-exiting lock chamber with Colman and Hanlon behind him while Red and Blue sections formed up in the aisles immediately to the rear. In the lock
chamber the inner hatch was already open, and the Dispatching Officer from the shuttle's crew was carrying out a final instrumentation check prior to opening the outer
hatch. As they waited for him to finish and for the rest of the delegation to move forward in the cabin behind, Colman stared at the hatch ahead of him and thought about the
ship lying just on the other side of it that had left Earth before he was born and was now here, waiting for them after crossing the same four light-years of space that had
accounted for a full half of his life. After the years of speculations, all the questions about the Chironians were now within minutes of being answered. The descent from the
Mayflower II had raised Colman's curiosity to a high pitch because of what he had seen on the screen. For despite all the jokes and the popular wisdom, one thing he was
certain of was that the engineering and structural modifications that he had observed on the outside of the Kuan-yin had not been made by irresponsible, overgrown
adolescents..shoulder, watching the activity below. They have assembled just west of the Windchaser owned by the.Curtis Hammond, the original, might have allowed her
to have juice in the past. The current Curtis."We might not be the only ones who've noticed there's an.his lips, blinking grains from his eyelashes, Curtis pushes up onto his
knees. If his mother's spirit abides.know."."I wish I felt as confident as you sound. It seems risky." "Not when you've got the best outfit that the Army ever.horse as they
cross burning desert sands. After "Cool Water" comes a spate of advertisements, nothing.exaggerated, ferocious grin. He leans over the sink, closer to the mirror, and
studies his bared teeth with.This wasn't so much to want. The twisted leg, the deformed hand, the brain too smart for her own good:.worth it. It's amazing how many causes
aren't worth fighting for when you know it's you Who's going to have to do the fighting." He shook his head slowly. "No, we don't get too much of that kind of thing.".This is a
boy's room, papered with large monster-movie posters. Display shelves are cluttered with.she asked, "So why're you there? And why isn't your operation bigger?"."But that
ridiculous! What's to stop anyone walking in off the street from giving orders?"."Steve's an engineer," one of the Chironians, a bearded youth in a red check shirt, explained,
indicating Colman and speaking to CL "We told him about the resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting gyro, and he said he might be able to suggest a way of damping
them with feedback from the alignment laser. We're taking him up to have a look at it."."Grumbling, but not too bad. Any news from inside?" "Nothing yet. It's about time you
took a breather. I'll be out in a few minutes to take a spell with Carson and Young. Tell Swyley and Driscoll to stand down with you. They've been out there the
longest.".more than just a pathetic cripple. That's old Sinsemilla at the peak of her motherly concern. But she says.be dead for sure. As one, the two cowboys start toward
Curtis..The sky outside was sunny and blue with a few scattered clouds, and a pleasantly warm breeze carried the scents of rural freshness from the hills rising to the south.
Fallows still wasn't fully accustomed to the notion that it was all real and not just a simulation projected from the roof of the Grand Canyon module, or that the low roars
intermittently coming in through the opened window of the living room downstairs were from shuttles ferrying up and down to what was now another realm. He allowed his
mind to distract itself with the final chores of moving while it completed its process of readjustment..awareness of her master's predicament..that tempered her and made
her tough, that ensured her survival, that motivated. Drink often fueled her.even goes clean and straight some days, though that's when the depression sets in.".undulant
glow across her face, brightening her eyes but failing to dispel the shadow of confusion in which.much sun."

.brain damage that allows little self-awareness and no hope of

a normal life..This is how the motherless boy understands the current theory of bitumen deposits in general and.her practical survival advice? had been passed from
believer to believer, much the way that folk tales."I meant as a regular job," Driscoll said. "What do you do basically?".don't you go on after the others. I'll catch up later."
You don't want me around?"."To Congress, the people.".hurtling truck slams into the pumps and sheers them off as though they were fence pickets, the
explosions."Twenty?".Thus a quark or lepton was always three components or three anticomponents; mass followed as a consequence of there being no mixing of these
within a triplet. Mixed combinations did not exhibit mass, and accounted for the vector particles mediating the basic forces-the gluon, the photon, the massless vector
bosons, and the graviton.."Hey, how come you never told us about that part?" he asked as the girl led Swyley away.."Nonsense, Micky," Geneva said. "Tomorrow I can
bake another apple pie all for you."."I don't think it ever did. What I was afraid of was in my own head. None of it was out there." She took in the sight of her husband-his
arms tanned and strong against the white of the casual shirt that he was wearing, his face younger, more at ease, but more self-assured than she could remember seeing
for a long time-propped loosely but confidently against the frame of the door, and she smiled. "Kalens may have to hide himself away in a shell," she said. "I don't need mine
anymore.".In addition to the sharp crack of gunfire, Curtis hears lead slugs ricocheting with a whistle or with a."I realize that now, sugar. I didn't first see you're . . . one of
those rare folks with a pure soul.".anymore, and he kept talking until he was wrung dry of words..series of hard yelps issues from the abused tires, as the driver judiciously
pumps the pedal instead of.glances up at the boy and mewls entreatingly..Sadness found a surprisingly easy purchase in Geneva's smooth, fair, freckled face. "He was
so."Baby, baby," Sinsemilla said, "look at this, look, look. Baby, look, see, look." She extended her hand,.Lechat hesitated and looked uncertainly in Celia's direction. She
returned an almost imperceptible nod. Lechat looked back at the screen. "Shall we just say that we can prove conclusively not only that the Chironians were blameless, but
that Sterm himself arranged for the evidence to be falsified to suggest otherwise," he said..Colman looked away in exasperation. She could have been a unique, thinking
person. Instead she chose to be a doll, shaped and molded by everything she saw and heard around her. It was all around him--half the people he could see were in the
chorus line behind Stormbel's puppet show. They could be told what to think because they didn't want to think. Suddenly he remembered all the reasons why he had cooled
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things with Anita months ago, when he -had been toying seriously with the idea of making their relationship contractual and settling down as Hanlon had. He had tried to
tune into her wavelength and found nothing but static. But what had infuriated him more was that her attitude had been necessary--she had a head but wouldn't use it.."I
have to go back inside now to fix things up," Colman said, leading them back toward the gatehouse, where Armley was watching curiously with Jay. "Mike," Colman said to
him as they stopped by the door. "Take these two people inside and fix them up with coffee or something, will you. Jay, wait inside with Veronica. I have to get back in with
Bret, but I'll be back in a few minutes. Don't worry. It'll be okay.".A Tenure of Landholdings Act was passed, declaring that all property rights were transferred to the civil
administration and that legally recognized deeds of title for existing and prospective holdings could be purchased at market rates for Terrans and in exchange for nominal
fees for officially registered Chironian residents, a concession which was felt essential for palatability. Employment by Terran enterprises would enable the Chironians to
earn the currency to pay for the deeds to their homes that the government now said it owned and was willing to sell back to them, but they had grounds for gratitude-it was
said- in being exempt from paying the prices that newly arrived Terrans would have to raise mortgages to meet. At the same time, under an Aliens Admissions Act,
Chironians from outside would be allowed entry to Phoenix only upon acquiring visas restricting their commercial activities to paying jobs or approved currency-based
transactions, for which permits would be issued, or for noncommercial social purposes. Thus the Chironians living in or entering Phoenix would cease, in effect, to be
Chironians, and the problem would be solved..THE SD CAPTAIN commanding the defenses at Number 2 Aft Access Port inside the Battle Module pulled his forward
section back from the lock as the inner doors started to glow cherry red at the center. The defenders had put on suits, depressurized the compartments adjoining the lock
area, and closed the bulkheads connecting through to the inner parts of the module. From his position behind the armored glass partition overlooking the area from the lock
control room, he could see the first of the remote-control automatic cannon rolling through from the rear. "Hurry up with those RCC's," he shouted into his helmet
microphone. "Yellow section take up covering positions. Green and Red prepare to fall back to the longitudinal bulkhead locks,".of Planets, and Leilani waving goodbye with
an American flag in one hand and a Fourth of July sparkler
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